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PUBLICATION OF THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


A kind and cordial reception has been accorded the first issue of the NEWS- 
sETTER. There are various expressions of appreciation on the part of our members, 
jut no recommendations as to the conduct and content of the NEWSLETTER. The 
editor is, however, anxious to receive such suggestions and the invitation still stands, 
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RECEPTION TO THE NEWSLETTER 


Implementing the decision of the Penn State meeting of the Association, sample 
con of the first issue of the NEWSLETTER were sent, together with an accompany- 

g letter, to about four hundred Catholic colleges and seminaries. The occasion 
‘seemed a natural one for calling attention to the existence of the ACPA and its general 

ims, It was pointed out that the NEWSLETTER was intended primarily as a means 
9f communication among our own members, but that certain features of it, notably the 
book review section, might prove of wider usefullness, About ten per cent of the 
Institutions contacted have, to date, availed themselves of the offer and subscribed to 
the NEWSLETTER for the year 1951, 


The periodical AMERICA carried a note about the ACPA and the NEWSLETTER 

in its issue of January 13th, This news item brought a number of interesting and widely 
cattered letters which attest to the need felt by the Catholic laity for an informed ex- 
ression on the Catholic viewpoint in psychology, 


ACPA CONSTITUENT MEMBERS AND THE 1950 APA DIRECTORY 


It is planned to present in this and the two following issue of the NEWSLETTER 
ertain facts about the ACPA constituent membership, gathered from a perusal of the 
1950 APA directory, The present issue will discuss the professional standing of ACPA 
aembers as revealed in this source of information, and the subsequent presentations 
nll concern themselves with the fields of psychology in which our members are engaged, 
and an estimate of the total number of Catholic psychologists. 


E 
i. 
. We have 214 constituent members, a perfectly insignificant three per cent of the 
y .PA membership of 7273. Of the 214 members, 13] are men and 83 women. There 
re 49 Priests, 3 Brothers, and 29 Sisters, combining to contribute 38 per cent of the 
constitutent membership, 


Of these members, 113, or 53 per cent, have doctoral degrees in psychology. 
Ris number breaks down into 71 or 54 per cent of the men and 42 or 51 per cent of 
he women, It is surprising to find so high a portion of women with doctoral degrees, 
J is unquestionably due in large measure to the excellent preparation of the Sisters 
our group, 83 per cent of whom possess the doctoral degree, 


_It is found that 26 of our members, or 12 per cent, are fellows of the APA, as 
ared with 20 per cent of fellows among the general APA members, We have 17 
tecs who are diplomates in clinical psychology and three in counseling and guid- 
c , but none in industrial psychology. This number represents 10 per cent of our 
ership, as compared with 11,5 per cent for the APA at large, It is evident, 

+9) that in proportion to our numbers we have only about half the expected 

of fellows. The appended table has been prepared in any effort to throw 

er light on this question, i 


ACPA NEWSLETTER. It will be recalled that one of the > 
: parade a ens requirements for fellowship in the APA is 
Bimonthly publication of the American "five years of acceptable professional ex- 
Catholic Psychological Association, perience subsequent to the granting of the — 
. ; > doctoral degree,"' A sizeable number of 
_ Editor: Rev, William C. Bier, S. J. ‘our doctoral members (28 per cent) have 
Fordham University received this degree within the last five 
New York 58, N,. Y. years. However, this still leaves 81 of 
our members who possess this basic 
Book Review Editor: qualification, and of these 26 or 32 per 
Dr. Virginia M. Staudt cent are actually fellows, It would appear, 
Notre Dame College therefore, that 55 of our present constituent 
Staten Island 1, N.Y. members are eligible to apply for fellow- 


ships in the APA, 


year Doctorates obtained Number Joining APA 
Before 1935 26 8 
1935 2 1 
1936 3 5 
1937 4 2 
1938 2 rf 
1939 3 2 
1940 7 4 
1941 oar 10 
1942 10 7 
1943 5 25 
1944 4 13 
1945 8 12 
1946 4 Et 
1947 6 21 
1948 8 a0 
1949 10 36 
1950 4 21 
ree 113 214 


The appended table also lists the year of entrance of our members into the 
APA. The sharp increase in recent years is notable, 59 per cent of our constituent 
members having joined the APA within the last five years, This trend is encouraging 
and is in part due to the efforts of the Association in encouraging qualified Catholic 
psychologists to join the APA. The fact, however, that we have 55 associate members — 
indicates that our Catholic psychologists are slow to take their places with their pro- 
fessional colleagues, and it would appear that this same tendency continues as a 
reluctance to assume the higher professional status of fellow. - 


SUMMARY OF PANEL DISCUSSION 


We are issuing as a mimeographed supplement to this number of the NEWSLETTE: 
a summary of the six papers comprising the panel discussion on the topic: Problem 
Areas in Undergraduate Psychological Training. This panel discussion formed part of 
the program of the fourth annual meeting of the Association held last September at og 
Pennsylvania State College. We are pleased to call attention to the publication of one ‘ 
of these papers, that of Dr, Virginia M. Staudt, in the January issue of THE JOURNAL ~ 
OF PSYCHOLOGY, pare 2 + 


a 


NEWS BRIEFS 


The dean of American Catholic Psychologists, Father Thomas Verner Moore, 
who retired from psychology and the chairmanship of the department at the Catholic 
University of America to become, at seventy years of age, a novice in the Carthusian 
order, has now returned to this country to establish the first Carthusian monastery 
in the Western Hemisphere,....The Rev. V. V. Herr, S.J. , Chairman of the psychol- 
ogy department at Loyola University, Chicago, has been appointed a member of an 
advisory board to the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court, and chairman of an Illinois 
Psychological Association committee considering efficiency in psychological agencies 
throughout the State of Illinois..., Lester N. Recktenwald has been granted, jointly 
by Loyola University of the South and the Carnegie Fund, a grant in aid of research 
for the completion of a counselor's manual in guidance.... The index number of 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS for 1950 reveals that 13 ACPA members published 
22 articles during that interval of time. 


LT TT TCC LE LS LE TS ICES OCI ag 
BOOK REVIEW SECTION 
nn 
Siwek, Paul, S.J., - UNE STIGMATISEE DE NOS JOURS, Etude de psychologie 
religieuse, Paris, Lethielleux, 1950. Pp. 174, 


Twenty five years ago the little village of Konnersreuth in Bavaria started 
drawing thousands of pilgrims and the name of Theresa Neumann became famous 
all over the world. Today the pilgrims are still travelling to Konnersreuth and 
the case of Theresa Neumann continues to~be the object of heated discussions, 


Are the wounds on Theresa's hands and feet genuine stigmata of Our Lord's 
Passion, wrought in her body by divine intervention? Are her visions, her pro- 
phecies, her speaking of tongues, her almost total abstention from food really 
miraculous and undoubtedly of supernatural origin? 


The great majority of Konnersreuth pilgrims answer these questions affir- 
matively, In their mind there is no doubt concerning the sincerity of Theresa 
Neumann and the supernatural authenticity of her stigmata, visions, prophecies, 
etc. A few observers, mostly non-Catholic, hold the opposite position, For them 
Theresa is a swindler, and all the Konnersreuth phenomena constitute a clever 
deception, intended to bolster the Catholic faith or to promote business in her 
native village, There is finally a third group, comparatively small, of Catholic 
and non-Catholic observers, who admit the honesty of Theresa and of her supporters, 
but who doubt or deny the supernatural origin of her phenomena, For them the only 
deception involved is self-deception. Theresa is a good, pious woman, full of ex- 
cellent intentions, but with a definite hysterical background, who has slowly induced 
herself and countless others to admit the miraculous nature of a certain number of 
strange manifestations, which can and should be explained in a merely natural way. 


Father Siwek, who has spent much time in the study of the Konnersreuth 
case, holds the third position, and tries to demonstrate his interpretation in the 
_ present book, To this end he must show that the Konnersreuth phenomena can be 
explained and must be explained through hysteria, wears 


That these phenomena can be explained through hysteria will be established 
if the psychopathologist, aftera careful examination of these strange manifestations, 
_ can show that similar phenomena occur among hysterical patients. Using his knowl- 
edge of psychopathology, acquired during his work with the great French psychopatho~ 
_ logists of the school of Janet, Fr, Siwek is able to show some striking parallels 
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between the Konnersreuth phenomena and certain clinical manifestations. Hence 
the strange events in Theresa's life might be explained through hysteria. 


Must they be explained in this way? Is the supernatural explanation exclu- 
ded? The mere fact that stigmata or other kindred phenomena can occur in hys- 
teria does not preclude their supernatural origin. There have been genuine stig- 
mata, Every year the Church celebrates the feast of the Stigmata of S, Francis 
of Assisi, which implies that she admits, although she does not infallibly teach, 
that these stigmata have a supernatural origin, She has reached this conclusion 
after an examination of the life and virtues of St. Francis, and of his attitude 
prior to and after the impression of the stigmata, - Hence in order to decide 
whether Theresa's stigmata are genuine, the theologian must scrutinize her life 
and actions, past and present, and must apply the criteria worked out by the 
Church and by the great Masters of Ascetical and Mystical Theology precisely 
for these purposes, 


As a theologian, Fr. Siwek examines the character and the life of Theresa 
Neumann, her attitude towards her phenomena, her reaction to admiration and 
fame, and, using the authoritative treatise of Benedict XIV "De Servorum Dei 
Beatificatione et Beatorum Canonizatione"' and the works of S. John of the Cross, 
he concludes that Theresa's conduct and the strange events of her life do not 
quite satisfy the criteria of genuineness established by Catholic theology. 


The discussion is generally conducted in a thorough, calm and objective 
way, and raises indeed a serious doubt about the supernatural origin of the marvels 
of Konnersreuth, The author's interpretations will not always satisfy everybody, 
as when, for instance, he attributes Theresa's prophecies to telepathy, which 
amounts to explaining the mysterious by means of the mysterious, 


Yet the general attitude which the impartial reader will adopt after perusing 
this scholarly work is one of great caution and reserve, which is also the attitude 
of the Ecclesiastical authorities towards the events of Konnersreuth, 


Father Siwek's book is a 'must"' for all Catholic psychologists, and we hope 
that an English translation will soon be available to all members of the ACPA, 


J. Donceel, S; J. 


Fordham University 
New York, uN; Y. 


Diethelm, Oskar, M.D. TREATMENT IN PSYCHIATRY 
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas, 1950, 
Pp. xv + 546. $8.50 


Dr. Diethelm states in his introduction (p. viii) that "the book is based 
on the teaching and methods of treatment of Dr, Adolf Meyer." Although the 
author indicates that psychobiology "as presented here can be accepted by any 
philosophic trend," (p. xiii) this reviewer doubts that the explanations proffered 
as to the use of the words "mind" and "faculties" and the substitution of the word 
"mentation" (p, xi) offer sufficient confirmation of this statement of acceptability, 
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The entire book seems to be directed to young physicians, possibly 
medical students, for portions of it are explained in such minute detail as 
_to be addressed to novices in psychiatric work, 


Little data based on psychological procedures are presented, The 
only psychological technique offered in the case histories (43 case histories) 
is the Jung Association Test. Rorschach's test is twice mentioned briefly 
in the text, 


Occasional case material presented in this book is demonstrative of 
treatment which violates Catholic principles. Case 1 (p. 36) involves in- 
struction in the use of contraceptive measures, Again, statements such as 

the following are at such variance with Catholic doctrine as to be completely 
repugnant: "Sterilization should not be advocated too freely and should be 

discussed thoroughly with the patient. It may often have to be proposed to 

the man instead of the woman, One should keep in mind that marriage may 

terminate and a remarriage with a healthier partner may offer the possi- 
bility of healthy childbearing." (p. 56) 


. In Chapter III Dr. Diethelm discusses the many uses of hypnosis for 

a wide range of ailments, but the detailed explanation of how to induce hypnosis 

(p. 64) seems rather hazardous to this reviewer. One wonders if the inquisitive 
experimenting late adolescent should be exposed to the step by step procedure 

here presented, 


In the opinion of this reviewer the use of this book in a Catholic institution 
_should be restricted to advanced graduate students who are thoroughly grounded 
in Catholic doctrine and who are working under discerningly direct guidance, It 
is not recommended that such a copy be placed in general circulation, 


Beatrice A, LeCraft, Ph.D. 


Seton Hall University 
persey City, N. J. 


‘Dunlap, Knight RELIGION: ITS FUNCTIONS IN HUMAN LIFE. 
New York, McGraw Hill, 1946, Pp. xi + 362. $4.00 


This new book of Dunlap is a survey of religious concepts and practices 
of all peoples and times, with running comments of occasional psychological 
import but scarcely any real psychological enlightenment, "It is the purpose 

of this book to present religion as a normal product of man's conscious pro- 
cesses; his desires, his fears, and especially his planning for future con- 
tingencies,"' (Preface) By "normal" the author means that religion is man- 
made, the result of natural psychological growth and not of psychopathology; 
he rejects Freudian and sexual origins of religion, and is brief on the usual 
me meyehology of religion" topics such as conversion, 

. 
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Dunlap recognizes confession as good mental hygiene and the priest as 
better than the psychoanalyst, correctly stresses the cognitive element in 
emotion (intellectual belief in the case of religious emotions), and ends with 
a defense of immortality. His distinction between sex as erotic and sex as 
reproductive serves well in his refutation of Freud's theories of religion, 
since he shows that religious sex symbolisms grew out of the notion of creative 
fertility and not libido, But these virtues hardly make the book worth reading, 
since they are not supported by any new psychological evidence, 


This reviewer does not favor among Catholic psychologists a defensive 
or hypercritical attitude. K. Dunlap has written well on other topics, and other 
non-Catholics have written well on this. But regretfully it must be said that here, 
in spite of wide erudition and sincere impartiality, Dunlap has made no real 
contribution to an understanding of either psychology or religion (with the possible 
exception of minor details on the historical development of a few practices and 
symbols, and these are often vitiated by the fallacy that similarity proves actual 
derivation), 


Even the erudition is questionable, if the items relating to Catholicism 
are a fair sample: the "divinity" of Mary; original sin; the gospels as composite 
legends and myths even on historically verifiable facts like the crucifixion; the 
concept of sin as an unmixed evil which produces cowards but is retained because 
it gives the Church power; selfishness as the sole motive of the monk; confusion 
on the distinction between theology and philosophy, natural and supernatural; the 
Inquisition,,,all have been handled with a regrettable disregard for empirical 
data on what Catholics believe and do, 


James: E.) Royce, Si WZ 


Seattle University 
Seattle, Washington, 


Boring, Edwin G. A HISTORY OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY (2nd Ed, ) 
New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1950 
Pp, xxi + 777, $6. 00 


The first edition of Boring's History appeared in 1929 and now after twenty 
years we have a revised edition of this classic, No other book on the history of 
psychology in any language competes with Boring's in scope, thoroughness, 
clarity and synthetic approach, The merit of the first edition is enhanced in the 
second where we find more material and a better perspective, 


For this reason any psychologist will desire to make the acquaintance of 
the new edition. Catholic psychologists have a further reason for interest in 
this book, especially those who teach the history of psychology, for Boring is 
the man who defined psychology as ''the study of human nature" (Boring- 
Langfeld-Weld, Foundations of Psychology, p. 1), but who ventures into this 
field armed with the concept of a man as a machine or a robot, believing that 
"robotic thinking helps precision of psychological thought" (Boring, E. G., 
Mind and Mechanism, Amer, J. Psychol., 1946, 59, p. 192), Without arguing 
this point of view, we may justly inquire whether this opinion or other views of 


the author influence his historical presentation or whether Boring-the philosopher 
interferes with Boring-the historian, Our opinion is that Boring-the philosopher, 
| if found in this book, is kept at a distance, and that Boring as an historian holds 
to the facts, tries hard and does succeed in being honest, objective and impartial, 


Nevertheless there are a few expressions and opinions in the book which 
can be argued, as for instance whether science "tends toward mechanism"! or 
"is naturally monistic" (p, 212), and some which sound naive or oversimplified 

such as those about the Middle Ages and scholasticism (pp. 7, 9, 50). 


Disappointing to the Catholic psychologist is the lack of recognition of 
the contributions of Catholic psychologists, Card, Mercier who played such 

an important role in bridging thomistic philosophy and the new psychology is 
not even mentioned, nor is Frobes (whose autobiography can be found in 
Murchison's HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY IN AUTOBIOGRAPHY), or Gemelli. 
Only one incidental mention is made about such a great psychologist as Michotte, 
T. V. Moore is mentioned, but nothing is said about his views, and Boring, 
always so exact and up to date, omits Moore's latest work,, THE DRIVING 
FORCES OF HUMAN NATURE (p. 730). 


| Students in our colleges become not infrequently baffled or disturbed 
in studying Boring's History and seeing the gradual disappearance of "soul", 
"psychic", "mental" and even "conscious"' from psychology, and experiencing 
the anti- or a-philosophical attitude of modern psychology. To cope with this 
problem, this reviewer suggests the following things: (1) Make sure that the 
student has sufficient knowledge (from other courses) of the soul, free will, 
and the difference between man and animal, (2) Make the student realize 
that Boring's book is neither a textbook of psychology nor philosophy but 
history. (3) Impress upon him that it is better for modern psychology if 
itis free, at least at this stage of its development, from any philosophy 

and if the study of man is based on methods of science. (4) Supplement 
‘Boring by giving a survey of Catholic psychologists from Mercier and 


-Frobes to Michotte and T. V. Moore, 


Ez 


With this proviso the book will be a very valuable one for our 
students, 


: 
| 


Henryk Misiak, Ph.D. 


Fordham University 
New York, N. Y, 
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BOOKS RECEIVED MOST RECENTLY FOR REVIEW 
Abt, Lawrence and Bellak, Leopold PROJECTIVE PSYCHOLOGY 
N. Y.: Alfred Knopf, 1950. Pp. 485. $6.00 
Bellows, Roger M. PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONNEL IN BUSINESS 
AND INDUSTRY, N. Y.: Prentice-Hall, 1949. Pp. xii - 499. 
$4, 50 . 


Burtt, Harold E. APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY, N, Y.: Prentice-Hall, 
1948. Pp. x + 821. $5.50 


Cantril, Hadley THE "WHY'"' OF MAN'S EXPERIENCE, 
N. Y.: Macmillan, 1950. Pp. xi - 198. $2.75 


Kelly, E. L. TRAINING IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 
N. Y.: Prentice-Hall, 1950, Pp. xix - 253. $3.00 


McKinney, Fred THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONAL ADJUSTMENT. 
and, ed. N.Y.: John Wiley, 1949. Pp. xi +» 752. $6.00 


* Siwek, Paul, S. J. UNE STIGMATISEE DE NOS JOURS, Etude de 
psychologie religieuse, Paris, Lethielleux, 1950. Pp. 174 


Snygg, Donald and Combs, Arthur W, INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR, 
N. Y.: Harper and Bros., 1949. Pp. ix + 386. $3.50 


*Reviewed in this issue, 


THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


An Organization of Professionally Qualified Catholic Psychologists 
Founded in 1948, 


President; Rev. John W, Stafford, C.S.V. President-elect: Dr, Joseph F. Kubis 
Executive-Secretary: Rev. William C. Bier,S.J. 
Treasurer: Dr. M. Gertrude Reiman 
Additional members of the Board of Directors: 
Rev. Paul Hanly Furfey, 
Dr. Harry V. McNeill, 
Rev. James F, Moynihan, S.J. 
Dr. Alexander A, Schneiders 


